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Year Grade Hopkinton Public Schools
         HPS                  Non-Public

1999-00
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13

Preschool
Kindergarten

Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8
Grade 9
Grade 10
Grade 11
Grade 12

  48                  
231
253
265
269
267
263
261
262
263
249 + 10 voc
244 + 11 voc
237 + 11 voc
244 + 11 voc                   

-
6
11
12
7
7
7
14
14
17
23
22
n/a
23

HOPKINTON HIGH SCHOOL
HISTORY OF CLASS OF 2013

1995           Births        195     

Note the pattern of “growth/steadiness” that a class
 typically experiences between Kindergarten and Grade 12 * 
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ASSUMPTIONS FOR PROJECTIONS

●“NET MOVE-IN’S” TO KINDERGARTEN WILL 
AGAIN RISE INTO THE 40-50 RANGE
●IN-MIGRATION WILL RETURN TO THE LEVELS 
EXPERIENCED A DECADE AGO
●BIRTHS WILL INCREASE AS IN-MIGRATION OF 
NEW FAMILIES OCCURS
●QUALITY OF HOPKINTON AND ITS SCHOOLS WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE A MAJOR “DRAW”
●NOTE: TEN-YEAR PROJECTION MAY BE 
EXCEEDED, PROVIDED THE ECONOMIC 
REVOVERY IS SUSTAINED
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*BIRTHS OF 160+ IN RED  
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K-12 PROJECTIONS TO 2017-18…and BEYOND
Starting in 2011-12, enrollments began to decline – first, driven by fewer 
families moving in, with fewer births now beginning to strengthen the decline. 
Now, births continue to be a concern, yet  recent in-migration of additional new 
families suggest that enrollment declines will be less severe

K-5 6-8 9-12 K-12 TOTAL

2010-11
2012-13

1,534
1,469
-65

822
783
-39

1,047
1,113
+66

3,403
3,365
-38

    “Five-years-out,” with in-migration picking up in 2014-15, and 
     returning to its earlier pace by 2015-16 – births still lagging

K-5 6-8 9-12 K-12 TOTAL

2017-18 1,259 770 1,137 3,166

K-5 6-8 9-12 K-12 TOTAL

2022-23 1,288 675 1,055 3,018

              “Ten-years-out,” with a continuation of  somewhat fewer births, 
     yet steady in-migration related to the additional housing 
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K-12 PROJECTIONS TO 2017-18…and BEYOND (cont’d)
IS THERE A POSSIBILITY THAT THE SLOW, 
STEADY RETURN TO IN-MIGRATION FORECAST 
BY NESDEC WILL BE EXCEEDED?

YES, HOPKINTON HAS A HISTORY OF FACTORS 
TAKING ABRUPT TURNS (see slides #9, 10, 40) 
MAKING PROJECTIONS DIFFICULT, EVEN WHEN 
THE ECONOMY HAS BEEN MORE CONSISTENT

THAT SAID, THE NESDEC PROJECTIONS COULD 
PROVE TO BE AT THE LOW END OF A RANGE; 
THUS, AN ENROLLMENT UPDATE IN FALL    2013-
14 NEEDS TO BE WATCHED CAREFULLY; IN 
ADDITION TO THE NEW ENROLLMENTS, NEW 
PROJECTIONS OF AGE COHORTS WILL BE 
AVAILABLE FROM UMASS (see slide #15)
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FACTORS DRIVING HOPKINTON’S ENROLLMENTS

●DOWNWARD THRUST FROM…   REAL ESTATE 
SALES DURING THE RECESSION WERE ONLY 60-
70% OF PREVIOUS VOLUME; BIRTHS HAVE 
DECLINED RAPIDLY (see slide #9); 2010 U.S. 
CENSUS NOTES FEWER AGES 0-4 (see slides 18-
21)
●UPWARD PUSH FROM…   ADDITIONAL HOME 
CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY, WITH MORE 
PLANNED; SALES PICKING UP (see slides #24-34); 
ALTHOUGH RENTAL UNITS ALWAYS HAVE FEWER 
CHILDREN, THE CONTINUED DRAW OF 
HOPKINTON AND ITS SCHOOLS WILL RESULT IN 
MANY MORE CHILDREN OF SCHOOL AGE – 
DOUBLE THE STATE AVERAGE (see slides #34-35)
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HOW WE KNOW WHAT 
WE THINK WE KNOW:

HOPKINTON
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

*

Thank you to Elaine Lazarus, Judi Barrett,
and realtors for their kind cooperation  



TABLE 1B
HOPKINTON POPULATION  1900-2011

Year U.S. Census U.S. Census
Estimate*

1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010
2011
2012

2,623
2,452
2,289
2,563
2,697
3,486
4,932
5,981
7,114
9,191
13,346
14,925

15,245
15,478

* US Census Estimate; the estimate for 2013 will be released after May 1, 2014; by September 1, 
2013, the Donohue Institute at UMASS Amherst expects to release 2020 projections 
(high/mid/low) as well as projections by age cohorts * 



TABLE 2
PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION UNDER THE AGE OF 18 

AND MEDIAN AGE

* 
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TABLE 3
AGE COHORT – HOPKINTON, MA

Due to changing sizes of age-cohorts, school populations often do not 
match with rising/shrinking population totals of communities * 



Note 2010 changes: decline in ages 0-4; decline in ages 25-44 (responsible for almost
90% of births); substantial increases above age 45 (older persons eventually may seek
to “downsize” their residence

* 



Population of Community

AgesChildren Senior Citizens

Due to changing sizes of age-cohorts, school populations often do not  
match with rising/shrinking population totals of communities
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Trending
of both
lines
continue
through
2010+ …
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TABLE 4
PERCENTAGE OF K-12 ENROLLMENT IN POPULATION
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TABLE 6
NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS AND PERSONS PER UNIT
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2000
Dwellings

Occupied Vacant 2010
Dwellings

Occupied Vacant

4,548 4,444

98% occupied

90% 
owner 

occupied

10%
 renter 

occupied

104

27 for seasonal use

4%
rental vacancy rate

5,128 4,957

97% occupied

90% 
owner occupied

10% 
renter occupied

171

41 for seasonal use

6.2% 
rental vacancy rate

TABLE 6A 
HOPKINTON HOUSING DETAIL

Source: U.S. Census, Tables DP-1; the U.S. Census tallied 580 more dwellings in 2010 

than existed in 2000, however Hopkinton issued 740 permits in the decade from 1999 

through 2008 (assumes 24 months construction time prior to completion) a difference 

of 160 dwellings – accounted for by subtracting demolitions and dwellings not built
* 



TABLE 6B
HOPKINTON BUILDING PERMITS

Units Units

Year S-F            Multi- Year   S-F       Duplex    Multi-

1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991

19
20
80
31
35
37
59
96
105
82
55
52
43
74
86
143
176
175
102
70
1
24

64
64

36

5
20

6

1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006 
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013 

99
152
190
161
103
95
159
182
129
69
65
49
78
51
51
37
29
36
37
33
36
11

16

2
4

32
10

8

4
72
41

Sources:  1970-79 Building Dept.; 1980 on HUD, some years differ slightly;  1980 on = 1-11 SF demolitions; 2013 to April 30           
* 



TABLE 6C
HOPKINTON HOUSING

Year # Single-Family Median Sales Price
Single-Family

# Condo Units

1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006 
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

280
296
216
233
216
259
361
265
203
208
189
243
242
225

       207 (43)
        136 (35)
        152 (29)  
        156 (34)
        150 (22)
        197 (40)

$220,000
$240,000
$280,000
$278,000
$275,000
$290,000
$380,000 
$385,000
$430,000
$484,000
$475,000
$530,000
$559,000
$645,000
$585,000
$558,000
$485,000
$520,000
$519,000
$535,000

54
46
46
59
51
51
47
52
32
46
28
46
44
48

        45 (15)
      34 (9)
      31 (5)

        55 (17)
      37 (6)

        45 (13)

2013 through April 30, 44 S-F homes sold, and  13 condos.
Numbers in parenthesis are sales through April 30

Source: The Warren Group, Banker & Tradesman
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TABLE 6D
PROPOSED HOPKINTON HOUSING 

Single-Family
●Peloquin Estates 9 lots, 3 permits issued
●Elmwood III              59 lots, 34 permits issued
●Connelly Hill Estates 60 lots, 44 permits issued
●Spring Hill Estates 5 lots, roads built, no permits
●Hunter’s Ridge 19 lots approval pending
●203 Pond Street 12 lots litigation

Condominium Development
●Stagecoach Heights 44 units, 35 permits issued

Chapter 40B 1 3-BR unit; 43 2-BR units
●Maspenock Woods 31 units, no permits anticipated in 2013
●Hayden Woods 18 units, all 2-BR 1 40B unit site plan

application pending
●Forest Ridge 14 units, all 2-BR application submitted, 

decision anticipated 7/13 * 



TABLE 6D
PROPOSED HOPKINTON HOUSING 

Legacy Farms
●Alta Legacy Farms 240 units, 240 permits issued

25% 40B  156 1-BR; 84  2-BR, occupancy 
beginning 7/13
●Southeast Villages 275 units; 170 2-BR townhouses, 82 3-BR 

simplex; 8 4-BR S-F homes, 7 3-BR S-F homes
●Legacy Farms North 425 unit potential, not yet designed

Proposed – Not yet approved
●The Acres at Hopkinton280 units – rental – Chapter 40B         

25% affordable, requires zoning change

* 



TABLE 6D
OTHER HOPKINTON HOUSING FACTORS (cont’d)

Accelerated Growth
Several existing factors indicate that Hopkinton may experience accelerated 
residential growth and housing turnover in the latter half of this decade.  
These factors include the following:

●The most recent New England Economic Partnership (NEEP) Conference 
economic outlook analysis reported that within New England “housing is 
turning from an economic headwind into a tailwind”.  Massachusetts and 
Vermont are expected to lead the way regarding new home construction
●The NEEP Conference of December , 2012 reported that twenty-four states 
experienced increases in median housing sales prices in 2012 , as 
compared to only four states which reported median price increases in 2011 
– the May, 2013 NEEP Conference extended these points…

* 



TABLE 6D
OTHER HOPKINTON HOUSING FACTORS (cont’d)

●The 2010 U.S. Census reported that Hopkinton’s median age was 43.3 
years and, over 40.9% of the town’s residents were over the age of 45.  
Given this data, it is likely that, over the next several years, increasing 
numbers of Hopkinton homeowners will become “empty nesters”.

●As the housing market continues to become more robust, many members 
of the “baby boom” cohort are, according to regional and local realtors, likely 
to downsize to smaller homes, vacating three-and four-bedroom homes 
which then could be inhabited by families with school-aged children.  
According to local realtors, this movement is presently evident in Hopkinton.

●The close proximity and availability of condominium housing in Hopkinton 
and surrounding communities will provide opportunities which will enable 
“baby boomers” to downsize and still remain close to friends and family.

* 



TABLE 7
NUMBER OF K-12 STUDENTS PER DWELLING UNIT

* 



* 



100 YEARS OF U.S. BIRTHS AND 
ECONOMIC CYCLES,1909-2009

* 



U.S. AND NEW ENGLAND IN 2000: 
AGE COHORT COMPARISON 

Source: Federal Reserve Bank of Boston; used with permission
* 



Public school enrollment  is increasing at higher
rates in the Western and Southern states
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K-12 PROJECTIONS TO 2017-18…and BEYOND
Starting in 2011-12, enrollments began to decline – first, driven by fewer 
families moving in, with fewer births now beginning to strengthen the decline. 
Now, births continue to be a concern, yet in-migration of additional new families 
suggest that enrollment declines will be less severe

K-5 6-8 9-12 K-12 TOTAL

2010-11
2012-13

1,534
1,469
-65

822
783
-39

1,047
1,113
+66

3,403
3,365
-38

    “Five-years-out,” with in-migration picking up in 2014-15, and 
     returning to its earlier pace by 2015-16 – births still lagging

K-5 6-8 9-12 K-12 TOTAL

2017-18 1,259 770 1,137 3,166

K-5 6-8 9-12 K-12 TOTAL

2022-23 1,288 675 1,055 3,018

              “Ten-years-out,” with a continuation of  somewhat fewer births, 
     yet steady in-migration related to the additional housing 
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BEST WISHES
FROM THE NESDEC 
HOPKINTON TEAM

dkennedy@nesdec.org *

HOPKINTON’S PROJECTION UPDATE IN THE FALL MAY BE PIVOTAL… WITH 
NEW STUDENT AND HOUSING DATA  AND THE PROJECTION OF AGE 
COHORTS FROM UMASS

 


